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MEETING: 2 OCT 2025

Council was called to order at: 6:30pm by GK Robb McBurney

Prayer was offered by: Robb McBurney

Pledge of Allegiance

The Minutes of the previous meeting: Motion to approve the last 2 meetings’ minutes passed. Minutes posted

online to Council’s website.

Faith Director Report: by Robb McBurney on behalf of Dan Wagner (see attached)

The Grand Knight reported as follows:

Robb needs extra help to serve for the St Thomas More meal but also to feed the youth group at the same
time. (11/2/2025, starting at 3PM in the gym kitchen.

Our November meeting is moved to 11/13 due to a parish activity on 11/6 (our normal meeting date.)

The Mass of Remembrance is on 11/11. Dan will need help with ushers, lectors and EMs, We will also
tend bar in the Ministries building after for the reception.

Pope Leo asks us to pray the Rosary each day in October for world peace.

The presentation of the budget is postponed until next month.

Robb reached out for ornament sales and got about 75 people interested at the Dome dedication Mass. The
parish is also buying some ornaments. Because of this he believes it’s safe to go ahead with the sale (likely
to make money.)

Regina Spell is putting on a Senior Group meeting re: funeral planning. Tuesday 10/28 at 6PM in Donor
Hall.

Robb asked us to look at the parish website and sign up for the Parish Directory (the first in many years.)
Participating helps build community and also helps the parish office with help in knowing parishioners. A
parishioner owns a 1920°s Ford Model A, which will be available for those having their pictures made if
they wish.

Financial Report: by Robb McBurney on behalf of Dan Wagner/Robbie Wiggs (see attached)

Checking balance: $6,897.45

Savings balance: $1,108.52 (will be rolled into primary checking tomorrow)
9 month CD balance: $2,198.53

9 month CD balance: $2,184.26

12 month CD balance: $2,190.93

Vouchers: vouchers for total of $0.00

Receipts: receipts for total of $0.00

Membership Report: by Robb McBurney

We have two new Knights. Last week another council had an exemplification and one of our new Knights
(Chase Asmer) attended. Chase is a long term member of St. Joseph’s and will be getting married here
next June. Matt Coleman became a Knight today.

We have a new form 100 for a man that Robb and Gary know, Pat Slattery. Robb says he is very involved
at the parish, including the St. Vincent de Paul Society. Robb made a motion to approve his membership,
which passed.

Youth Report:

/a

Pro-Life Report: by Robbie Wiggs

October is Respect Life month and many events are going on.
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*  The Proudly Pro-Life weekend will be on January 10 (Dinner) and 11% (march at the State Capitol.)

Raymond Arroyo will be the keynote speaker. We will collect in the Council meeting in December to buy
a table or two.

Report of Fourth Degree: by Robbie Wiggs
¢  On Friday October 17, the 4™ Degree will have the 2™ annual Tunnel to Towers dinner at Our Lady of the
Hills. Net proceeds go to homeless veterans. A table costs $225, individual tickets are $30. Robbie

brought tickets to sell. There will be food, entertainment, raffles, silent auction, etc. Doors open at 6,
dinner at 7.

* The Sunday before Thanksgiving will be the Christopher Towers Thanksgiving dinner. Robbie has a list of
needed food and items and is asking for volunteers to sign up. He expects to feed about 225 residents.
Help is also needed to assist residents who lack mobility.

®  December 26 is the new date for the Soldiers’ dinner at Our Lady of the Hills. Several hundred soldiers
who cannot go home will be fed.

*  The 4™ Wednesday of January will be the First Responders’ dinner. This will be at the Hall at 1623 Marion
Street. This is a dress event.

e The 4" Degree might have funds available for 501(c)3 organizations. See Robbie if interested.

Trustees® Report:
e n/a

The Insurance Agent reported as follows:
® n/a

The District Deputy reported as follows:
* n/a

Chaplain’s Message:
e n/a

Unfinished business was taken up and disposed as follows:
* Robb is asking for $750 for the St Thomas More/Youth Group dinners. The motion was voted on and
passed.

* Robb reminds those who are participating in the council’s Fantasy Football league to follow up on rosters.

New business was taken up and disposed as follows:

¢ Jim Corbett does estate planning and is doing a seminar at the Women’s Society lunch meeting (date and
time to be sent out.) He will hand out Health Care Power of Attorney forms. He will also talk about issues
related to probate, etc.

Lecture Reflection: by Bob Nerbun (see attached)

Knights in Distress:
* Please keep the attached list of Brothers and family members in your prayers.
® Terry McWaters is still recovering from prostate cancer surgery.

Closing prayer was offered by: GK Robb McBurney at 7:30pm.

Attest,

Mitch Michaelisy
Mitch Michaelis
Recorder



Knights of Columbus Councit #12554
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Faith Director’s Report

October 2025
Oct2 Business Meeting
Oct 3 First Friday
Oct 4 First Saturday Mass at 8:30 AM
Oct 5 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time
I Care, I Sharve Weekend
Oct12 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Oct 19 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Second Collection: World Mission Sunday
Oct 26 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
A Look Ahead

Our November Business Meeting has been moved to Thursday, Nevember 13!

Nov 1 All Saints (Saturday) — Obligation abrogated (lifted)
First Saturday (Holy Day) Mass at 8:30 AM
BBQ Dinner Prepared — Contact GK to volunteer

Nov 2 All Souls
I Care, I Share Weekend
DST Ends {2:00 AM)
Our Council serves dinner to USC Students at St. Thomas More
And Youth Group Members at St. Joseph
Help is needed starting at 3:00 PM in the Gym Kitchen

Nov 6 BBQ on the Blacktop (Thursday) — School Fundraiser
Nov 11 Veteran’s Day (Tuesday)
Annual Mass of Remembrance and Reception
Mass at 6:00 PM

Reception in Donor Hall (MAB) follows
Knights tend bar at Reception.

Nov 13 Monthly Business Meeting at 6:30 PM, Blossom St. House

Adoration, in the Adoration Room, on Tuesdays following morning Mass (8:00 AM — 12:00
noon); Benediction at 12:15 PM.

Men’s Prayer Group: Wednesdays at 6:30 AM in Senior Center, MAB.



10/1/25, 10:23 PM Accounts

Accounts

Bank
FDIC mﬂm%’&ﬂm&;ﬂn of the U.5. Government

You may be prequalified for credit card offers. Check online, no credit impact.

__Ghecknow |
Goaod evening,
ST JOSEPH K OF C COUNCIL .

Banking

TD BUSINESS CONVENIENCE PLUS $6,897.45
%3606

BUSINESS SAVINGS $1,108.52
X864

BUSINESS 9 MONTH CD $2198.53
xB147

BUSINESS 9 MONTH CD $2,184.26
w7436

H

BUSINESS 12 MONTH CD $2,190.93
xDBT0

Total $14,570.60

TD Auto Finance
Connect to TD Auto Finance

Cannect to easily view your auto accounts righl here in your account summary.

Get started >

California Residents: Leorn about the California Consumer Frivacy Act & Make a Privacy Reguest
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Financial Secretary’s Report

Receipts:
nonpe

Vouchers
Hone



October 2025 Lecture for the Knights of Columbus Chapter 12554 -

Augustine and defaulting shepherds from the Catholic World Report September
24,2025 by George Weigel

What might the Sth-century Bishop of Hippo say of two 21st-century bishops, Cardinal
Stephen Chow, S, of Hong Kong and Cardinal Blase Cupich of Chicago?

[A Google search for the role of the bishop in the Catholic Church vields:

In the Catholic Church, a bishop serves as a successor to the apostles, holding the
fullness of the Sacrament of Holy Orders to teach, govern, and sanctify God's people
within their diocese. Their core responsibilities include preaching the Catholic faith
authentically, administering the sacraments (especially the Eucharist, Confirmation, and
Ordination), overseeing the diocese's spiritual and administrative life, and ensuring
adherence to church laws.] Now back to Weigel:

For two weeks every year, the Church ponders St. Augustine’s lengthy sermon On
Pastors in the Liturgy of the Hours. It cannot make easy reading for those charged with
the cura animarum, the “care of souls.”

Take, for example, this sharp warning from Augustine:
You have already been told about the wicked things shepherds desire. Let
us now consider what they neglect. You have failed to strengthen what
was weak, to heal what was sick and to bind up what was injured, that is,
what was broken. You did not call back the straying sheep, nor seek out

the lost. What was strong you have destroyed. Yes, you have cut it down
and killed it. The sheep is weak, and so, incautious and unprepared, it may
give In to temptations.

The negligent shepherd fails to say to the believer: My son, come to the
service of God, stand fast in fear and in righteousness, and prepare your
soul for temptation. A shepherd who does say this strengthens the one who
is weak and makes him strong. ..

But what sort of shepherds are they who for fear of giving offense not only fail to
prepare the sheep for the temptations that threaten, but even promise them worldly

happiness?

What, then, might the 5th-century Bishop of Hippo say of two 21st-century bishops,



Cardinal Stephen Chow, SJ, of Hong Kong and Cardinal Blase Cupich of Chicago?

While the Church was reading On Pastors, Cardinal Chow spoke in Parramatta,
Australia, where he insisted that there was no religious persecution in Hong Kong:
“Beijing wants to keep religious freedom intact in Hong Kong, because Hong Kong is

important for China.” The Beijing regime, the cardinal insisted, takes the Catholic
Church seriously and tries to understand it.

How does that attempt at understanding extend, one wonders, to understanding Hong
Kong’s Jimmy Lai, whose Catholic faith in human dignity and freedom has kept him in
solitary confinement for over 1,600 days while being prosecuted on absurd charges of
threatening “national security”?

Unlike his predecessor, Cardinal Joseph Zen, SDB, Cardinal Chow has done virtually

nothing to support Catholicism’s most famous 21st-century political prisoner or to reach
out to Jimmy Lai’s family.

Wouldn’t Augustine think that negligent in a shepherd? Moreover, how does that
alleged attempt to “understand” the Catholic Church involve the Chinese regime
replacing sacred images in Chinese churches with placards extolling “Xi Jinping
Thought™? How does understanding Catholicism square with compelling priests in
Hong Kong to travel to Beijing for indoctrination in the “Sinicization™ of religion,
which means the complete subordination of Catholic truth to Chinese communist
ideology?

While Cardinal Chow was misrepresenting the reality of the Catholic situation in Hong
Kong and China, his brother cardinal, Blase Cupich of Chicago, was defending his
decision to bestow a “lifetime achievement” award on Senator Dick Durbin of Illinois—a
tribute that would certainly give St. Augustine pause, and precisely because doing so
involves a gross pastoral failure to lead a member of the Church away from temptation.

[Some background on this situation: 1. After Cupich’s announcement within 2 weeks at
least 9 fellow bishops and hundreds of theologians and lay persons “asked” Cupich to
withdraw the nomination. 2. After about 3 weeks Durbin declined this award. 3.
Subsequently, at 3 bishops praised the humility of Senator Durbin for this action.] Now
back to Weigel:

Throughout his political career, Dick Durbin has been a promoter of the spurious “right”



to abortion; he currently enjoys a 100% NARAL Pro-Choice America rating. Durbin
has also been a champion of so-called “same-sex marriage.”

.. Cardinal Cupich’s noble predecessor, the late Cardinal Francis George, OMI, tried to
persuade the senator of the error of his ways: not only because settled Catholic doctrine
teaches that the willful taking of an innocent human life is an abomination and that
“marriage” between members of the same sex is an absurdity, but because the moral
truths we can know by reason—the moral truths that should guide legislators in a
pluralistic republic—tell us exactly the same thing.

Durbin, evidently valuing the woke orthodoxies of the Democratic Party over truths
taught by faith and reason, obstinately refused to change his mind, and ever since has
persisted in defending (indeed promoting) the indefensible. Because of that obstinacy
on the abortion license, Senator Durbin was justly banned from receiving holy
communion in the Diocese of Springfield, where he is domiciled, by a courageous
shepherd, Bishop Thomas Paprocki.

For the Archdiocese of Chicago to honor such a man for his “lifetime achievement” is
preposterous. If Cardinal Cupich does not realize that, perhaps Senator Durbin might
have the decency to decline the award on the grounds that his acceptance of it would
further fracture the unity of the Catholic Church in Illinois.

Cardinals Chow and Cupich deserve prayers as well as criticism, prayers that they come
to take On Pastors seriously. For they may meet Augustine at the Great Assize, and

when he asks them what they thought they were doing, “keeping the dialogue open”
may not be a satisfactory answer.

[While the Durbin’s controversial award been resolved, Cardinal Cupich’s doubling
down is still problematic if one considers his retort to his fellow bishops when he said
that they “should pound sand.” Thus we need to continue to pray for him. Oremus.]



Sick or Distressed Members

Bernie Corbett (brother of PGK Jim Corbett)
Laddy Gatling

James Kinard

Paul Osemene

Frank Toth

Terry McWaters

Michelle Bissonette (wife of Ray Bissonette)
Linda Sue Ewing (wife of Jim Ewing)

Bill Mason

Bill Jackson (father-in-law of Will Hawthorne)
Children & Families of Annunciation School in Minneapolis




